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National Ophthalmic Medical Service 


Sir,—With the publication of the 
Beveridge Report the question of pro- 
viding an efficient ophthalmic medical 
service for the whole of Britain as part 
of a national medical service open to 
all may become a leading one. Even 
if it does not, it is almost universally 
advocated that dental and ophthalmic 
benefits should be made statutory forth- 
with for the present insured population. 

Although no definite data are available 
as to the actual number of patients to be 
treated annually for eye troubles of all 
kinds, including prescription of glasses, 
it has been asserted that there are not 
enough ophthalmic medical practitioners 
to cope with the work. I have contended 
for years that this is not so, provided 
there is proper distribution of practi- 
tioners throughout the country. 

It is generally stated that in 1942 
20,000,000 persons were entitled to the 
insurance medical service. It is a matter 
of common knowledge that about 
10,000,000 of these get ophthalmic bene- 
fit. Though all pay the same contribu- 
tions there is no uniformity or guarantee 
of the continuance of this or any other 
additional benefit, because of the reasons 
given in the Beveridge Report. 

As all the Approved Societies are free 
to give any one or other of the benefits in 
part or in whole, it would be safe to 
conclude that on an average the societies 
spend at least 11s. 9d. per person who 
gets ophthalmic benefit. (According to 
Appendix G of the Beveridge Report 
(Cmd. 6405, p. 60) in the year 1940 the 
number of claims for ophthalmic benefit 
was 156,259, and the amount paid was 
£91,529 approximately, an average of 
lls. 9d. per person.) 

Again, according to the report for 1938 
of the Chief Medical Officer of the Min- 
istry of Health £449,000 was for ophthal- 
mic benefit, and under the fifth valuation 
of Approved Societies the annual alloca- 
tion for ophthalmic benefit is £630,000 
—i.e.. for the 10,000,000 insured entitled 
to this benefit. Thus in the year 1943, 
for which the allocation is £630,000 at 
the rate of lls. 9d. per person, Over 
1.000.000 individuals may get this benefit. 
Even if we work on the basis of at least 
500 ophthalmic medical practitioners 
available for service, owing to the war, 
and if we take it that they will work 250 
days in a year, each of them would have 
to attend 9 to 10 patients on each 
working day. : 

On the other hand, if the State decided 
to make this benefit uniform and statu- 
tory for the whole country (which could 
not be before 1945), it would give ample 
time for enlisting increased numbers of 
trained medical men and women on the 
B.M.A.’s approved list for this purpose. 
When the war is over most of the 1,000 
ophthalmic medical practitioners on the 


existing B.M.A. list should be available 
for this work. If the Beveridge Report 
is adopted, and if we take 48,000,000 as 
the maximum population during and 
after 1945, then on the basis of 10% of 
the total population needing ophthalmic 
treatment we should have about 5,000,000 
people to be attended to in each year. 
By that time—i.e., 1945-50—it should not 
be difficult to have 2,000 ophthalmic 
medical practitioners available for this 
work, and thus in each year the indi- 
vidual practitioner would have to attend 
10 patients a working day, which surely 
cannot be too heavy a burden.—I am, 


M. D. THAKORE. 


Doncaster. 
N.H.I. Disciplinary Machinery 


Sir,—In an article on the future of the 
country’s medical services (Supplement, 
Jan. 16, p. 9) Mr. R. W. Harris states 
that the disciplinary machinery does not 
function to any large extent, this being 
due very largely to the apathy of the in- 
sured persons. Unless one is inclined to 
split grammarian’s hairs this can only 
mean that, in Mr. Harris’s opinion, if the 
insured persons were not apathetic the 
machinery would function to a large ex- 
tent. May I raise an indignant voice as 
an insurance practitioner at this state- 
ment? May I ask on what grounds Mr. 
Harris makes this remark? It seems to 
me that this statement, coming as it does 
from the chairman of the Medical Ser- 
vices Subcommittee, explains the feeling 
that comes to the unfortunate practi- 
tioner appearing before the committee 
that his case has been prejudged. It also 
explains the reason for the profession 
feeling that there is no one so disliked 
by the Ministry of Health as the insur- 
ance practitioner. May I also protest 
against this remark appearing without 
any editorial disclaimer as to agreement, 
in view of your circulation outside the 
profession?—I am, etc., 
London, S.W.1. A 


The Beveridge Report 


Sir.—The Beveridge Report is pointing 
the way to a State Medical Service for 
all in the near future, whatever political 
power holds sway in the post-war era. 
The medical profession must realize that 
the fate of medicine in this country is in 
the hands of the people and not in the 
hands of a few voluble committees or 
commissions, and the people applaud the 
Beveridge Report. Many of us, who are 
citizens as well as doctors, will welcome 
a clear-cut decision to sweep the slate 
clean of hypocrisy and myopic conser- 
vatism, and make a service for every 
citizen a reality. I have attended many 
a meeting in Pickwickian atmosphere, and 
listened to some earnest Tupman voicing 
his fears—loss of freedom and initiative, 
etc. But metabolizing mouthfuls until 
we are mouldy won't mould public 
opinion. We should acquaint the public 


with our ideas of a State service in the 
form of an attractive pamphlet, and the 
form of this pamphlet might well be a 
subject for a B.M.A. prize once we are 
agreed upon matters of remuneration, 
etc. Then, if and when the time comes 
to discuss terms with the Government, 
the public will be under no illusions as 
to what we doctors want if we are to 
function happily and efficiently, and not 
as disgruntled dupes. e have a great 
opportunity, but “time is not on our 
side.” Sir William Beveridge has given 
us a warning.—I am, etc., 


Birmingham. A. WISEMAN. 


CONDENSED MILK FOR INFANTS 


Acting on the advice of the Food Ration- 
ing (Special Diets) Advisory Committee 
of the Medical Research Council, the 
Ministry of Food has arranged for extra 
supplies of sweetened or unsweetened 
condensed milk to be available for. (a) 
premature infants, and (b) infants who 
have had an operation on the mouth, 
throat, or gullet, or an abdominal opera- 
tion not more than one month previously. 
Permits, which will be for a period of 
four weeks, will be issued by local food- 
offices on application supported by a 
medical certificate. Those for premature 
infants will be renewable at four-weekly 
intervals on production of further medi- 
cal certificates until the infant is six 
months old. For group (b) the permit 
will cover a period between the date of 
application and four weeks after the 
operation. 

Applications for extra condensed milk 
for other children under six months will 
be considered individually by the Minis- 
try’s medical advisers, but each must be 
accompanied by a doctor's certificate 
giving details of the infant’s condition, 
age, weight at birth and at time of appli- 
cation, and whether milk or any milk 
preparation other than condensed milk 
has been tried and found unsuitable. If 
applications are approved the permits 
will be for a period of four weeks, re- 
newable on production of further medical 
certificates at four-weekly intervals until 
the child is six months old. When extra 
sweetened condensed milk is allowed the 
child’s sugar ration, any authority to 
obtain National dried milk, and the 
priority allowance of liquid milk will be 
stopped for the relative period. 


From Jan. 3, 1943, the following soap 
preparations will cease to be rationed if 
supplied against a doctor’s prescription: 
B.P.—sapo animalis, sapo durus, and sapo 
mollis; B.P.C.—sapo kalinus, sp. saponatus, 
sp. saponis kalini, lig. saponis ,aethereus, 
liq. saponis antisepticus, lig. saponis olei 
cocois; and medicated soaps containing not 
less than 1% of mercuric iodide, not less 
than 4% of ichthyol, 2% of salicylic acid, 
2% of resorcin, or 5% of sulphur. 
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H.M. FORCES APPOINTMENTS 
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H.M. Forces Appointments 


LAND FORCES: EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS 
RoyaL Army MEDicaL Corps 


War Subs. Capt. W. C. Cockburn has relin- 
quished his commission on account of ill-health 
and has been granted the tank of Major. 

War Subs. Capts. E. Alderson, D.S.O., T.D., 
and J. A. A. Duncan have relinquished their com- 
missions and have been granted the honorary rank 
of Major. 

War Subs. Capts. J. P. Stallard, W. H. Peden, 
W. G. Tregea, and R. W. Bone have relinquished 
their commissions on account of ill-health and have 
been granted the rank of Capt. 

Capt. J. G. T. Lunn to be Lieut., temporarily 
relinquishing the rank of Capt. 

Lieuts. J. E. H. Griffiths and H. M. S. Stanley 
have relinquished their commissions on account of 
ill-health and retain their rank. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY 
Royat ARMY MEDICAL Corps 


War Subs. Major W. E. Pycraft has relinquished 
his commission on account of ill-health and has 
been granted the rank of Major. 

Supernumerary for service with Edinburgh Uni- 
versity Senior Training Corps (Medical Unit): 
S. A. Smith to be Lieut. 


ROYAL AIR FORCE 

Air Commodores F. C. Cowtan, A. E. Panter, 
and A. Grant, C.B.E., to be Air Vice-Marshals 
(Temp.). 

Group Capts. R. H. Knowles, K. Briggs. M.C., 
and R. W. Ryan to be. Air Commodores (Temp.). 

Group Capt. (temp. Air Commodore) W. A. S. 
Duck, O.B.E. (retired, but re-employed on the active 
list) has relinquished voluntarily the temporary rank 
of Air Commodore and has reverted to that of 
Wing Cmdr. 

Wing Cmdr. (Temp. Group Capt.) W. J. G. 
Walker to be Group Capt. 

Wing Cmdrs. J. B. Gregor and R. H. Stanbridge 
to be Group Capts. (Temp.). 

Squad. Ldrs. (Temp. Wing | Cmdrs.) C. Crowley, 
G. O. Williams, and G. A . Knight to be Wing 
Cmdrs. 

Squad. Ldrs. J. S. Carslaw, T. D. L. Bolan, 
J. H. Cullinan, J. L. Walsh, J. F. Dales, L. S. 
Everett, W. P. Stamm, I. MacKay, and H. Banner- 
man to be Wing Cmdrs. (Temp.). 

Fi. Lieuts. C. W. S. Marris, E. H. Lamb, 
Maycock, D. C. Light, S. J. Walsh, C. G. S 
MacKay, and H. S. Samuel to be Squad. Ldrs. 
(Temp.). 

Fl. Lieut. Emmie D. Fenwick to be Squad. Ldr. 


RESERVE OF AIR FORCE OFFICERS 


Fi. Lieuts. J. S. Richardson and E. J. Jenkins to 
be Squad. Ldrs. (Temp.). 


AUXILIARY AIR FORCE 


Fi. Lieuts. J. D. Crerar, A. M. Boyne, J. S. 
Gourlay, J. H. Pool, J. K. H. Scott, S. E. 
Osborne, R. J. H. Raines, L. Stone, E. O. Walker, 
and H. J. Riley to be Squad. Ldrs. (Temp.). 


Royat Air Force VOLUNTEER RESERVE 


Wing. Cmdrs. R. D. Gillespie and S. Cade to 
be Group — (Temp.). 
. Tate and C. Barton to be Wing 


Fl. Lieuts. R. J. Owen, J. C. Adams, B. B. 
Bridges, O. Scarborough, A. M. G. Campbell, J. 
Scholefield, J. V. Quinn, T. D. Spencer, J. A. 
Lennox, R. A. Wilson, R. F. Dawson, J. Park, 
G. A. Fraser, J. S. Brocket, J. A. Chalmers, 
J. A. Currie, H. R. Arthur, T. P. Pitts, A. D. 
Gill, D. A. Davies, W. E. F. Evans, J. P. 
Sewell, E. K. Brownrigg, R. G.. B. Wigoder, A. L. 
Knipe, H. S. Baker, F. H. Coleman, W. Mackie, 
M. J. Cahalane, G. R. Gunn, P. S. Clouston, -J. V. 
Macgregor, B. T. Thorne, A. D. D. Broughton, 
A. G. Moore, R. J. O’Connor, S. Ball, G. T. James, 
W. C. Baird, W. K. Stewart, H. W. Toms, A. S. 
Simpson, C. C. Harvey, T. C. Henry, G. K. Burr, 
J. Hughes, I. H. Mathieson, and W. G. Hutton to 
be Squad. Ldrs. (Temp.). 

Fl. Lieuts. R. H. Moore and D. M. Roberts have 
relinquished their commissions on account of ill- 
health and have retained their rank. 

E. H. Kitching to be Squad. Ldr. (Emergency). 

E. Williams to be Fi. Lieut. (Emergency). 

Flying Officers C. M. Liddell, S. T. Winter, 
W. McK. Bonnar, A. H. Lankester, J. H. MacL. 
Munro, C. Phillips, J. D. Bryne, I. L. R. Evans, 
T. J. Evans, S. L. Jones, -M. R. J. Snelling, R. 
Cunningham, A. F. Harbinson, N. S. Gordon, D. 
Nixon, G. F. Panto, E. Saphier, I. A. Macdonald, 
A. J. F. Eberle, D. McD.. Kenny, C. L. O. 
Macallister, G. Wilkinson, L. G. 
France, R. M. Glass, W. G. Bridges, J. C. Day, 
J | D. Cambrook, M. J. Conlon; R. A. Smart, 
H. W. Bradford, D. T. Thomas, and R. A. 
Thatcher to be War Subs. FI. Lieuts. 

To be lying Officers (Emergency): J. A. 
Judson, J. N. Banks, P. Beattie, R. E. Brandon, 
H. B. C. Carter-Locke, H. W. McC. Dunn, J. D. 
Frame, R. Judson, T. R. Mallory, L. E. Morris, 
S. A. Scorer, G. R. Stark, P. R. Stringer, A. K. P. 
Tobin, J. F. H. Wood, W. V. Glasgow, 
M. Y. Paget, L. D. Robertson, R. V. Robinson, 
A. B. H. Taylor. 


B.M.A.: Branch and Division Meetings 
to be Held 


NORTHERN IRELAND BRANCH.—Joint meeting with 
Ulster Medical Society at Queen’s University, 
Belfast, Thurs., Feb. 4, 4.30 p.m. Short papers 
and demonstrations. 


B.M.A.: Meetings of Branches and Divisions 


ABERDEEN BRANCH: CiTy OF ABERDEEN 
DIvISION 
At a meeting of the City of Aberdeen 
Division, held at Aberdeen on December 10, 
1942, with Dr. C. B. Gritve in the chair, 
Prof. JoHN GLAISTER gave an address on 
Some Reflections on Medico-Legal Prac- 


Prof. Glaister referred to forensic medicine 
as the “ Cinderella” of medical teaching 
and to the poor recognition given to this 
subject in universities. He said the lack of 
facilities in the mortuary system in Britain 
for the standard of work required was a 
disgrace. Centralization—a chain system of 
suitable laboratories, necropsy theatres, etc., 
with modern equipment—was needed. The 
lot of a medico-legal witness was not an 
easy one. He had to be able to stand up to 
detailed cross-questioning by experts, and 
had no excuse for omissions, however inade- 
quate the conditions under which he had to 
carry out his work. The training of lawyers 
in medical matters concerned with legal 
practice was very detailed. Police instruc- 
tion also had reached a high standard. A 
very heavy onus was placed on the Crown 
to prove its case go all reasonable 
doubt. There were really very few unsolved 
mysteries; although the information never 
became public, there was police knowledge 
of the probable perpetrator of a crime, but 
it had been impossible to obtain the proof 
required to secure a conviction. uch 
criticism was offered by the ‘‘ man in the 
street ’’ on the expenditure of public money 
on legal cases, but a great deal depended on 
the unexpected in investigation. _Circum- 
stances did not lie but witnesses did, and a 
panel of jurists must have a completely open 
mind. It was unwise to attempt to put 
oneself in the position of the accused, as the 
psychology and mentality of accused persons 
were so different. In conclusion, Prof. 
Glaister showed lantern slides of. the labora- 
tory and microscopical examination of hairs 
and tissues. ; 

. The lectuie was greatly appreciated, and 
on the proposal of Mr. Morrison, 
Emeritus Professor of Conveyancing of the 
University of Aberdeen, a hearty vote of 
thanks was accorded to Prof. Glaister for 
his address. 


B.M.A. LIBRARY 


The following books were added to the 
a during October and November, 
1942: 


Ashman, R., and Hull, E.: Essentials of Electro- 
cardiography. Second edition. 1941. 

Bertwistle, A. P.: Descriptive Atlas of Radio- 
graphs. Fifth edition. 1942. 

Boyce, F. F.: Role of the Liver in Surgery. 1941. 

Cameron, A. T.: Textbook of Biochemistry. Sixth 
edition. 1942. 

Conybeare, J. a Textbook of Medicine. Sixth 


Cyriax, J.: Massage, Manipulation and Local 
Anaesthesia. 1941. 

Darlington, C. D., and La Cour, L. F.: Handling 
of Chromosomes. 1942. 

Davies, H. M., and Coope, R.: War Injuries of 
the Chest. 1942. 

Dobson, M.: Binocular Imbalance. 1942. 

Eggleston, C.: Essentials of Prescription Writing. 
Seventh edition. 1942. 

Emerson, C. P., and Taylor, J. E.: Essentials of 
Medicine. Fourteenth edition. 1940. 

Fairbrother, R. W.: Textbook of Bacteriology. 
Fourth edition. 1942. 

Frost, W. H.: Papers of Wade Hampton Frost, 
M.D. (Edited by K. F. Maxcy.) > 

Garceau, O.: Political Life of the American 
Medical Association. 1941, 

Gifford, S. R. : Handbook of Ocular Therapeutics. 
Third edition. 1942. 

Glaister, J. : Medical Jurisprudence and Toxicology. 
Seventh edition. 1942 

Goodall-Copestake, B. M.: Theory and Practice of 
ee and Medical Gymnastics. Sixth edition. 

Hale-White’s Materia Medica. Twenty-fifth edition. 
By A. H. Douthwaite. 1942. 

Halliburton, W. D., and McDowall, R. J. S.: 
Handbook of Physiology and Biochemistry. 
Thirty-seventh edition. 1942. 

Hess, J. H., and Lundeen, E. C.: Premature 
Infant. 1941. 


Hewer, C. L.: Recent Advances in Anaesthesia 
and Analgesia. Fourth edition. 1942. 

Johnstone, R. -: Textbook of Midwifery, 
Eleventh edition. 1942. 

Kovacs, R.: Electrotherapy and Light Therapy, 
Fourth edition. 1942. 

— I. N.: Blood Disorders in Children, 
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Lewis, K. M.: Fractures and Dislocations. 1941, 

Libman, E., ‘and Friedberg, C. K.: Subacute 
Bacterial Endocarditis. 1941. 

Lichtwitz, “as Functional Pathology. 1942. 

Macy, I. G.: Nutrition and Chemical Growth ip 
Childhood. “Vol. I. 1942. 

Neil, J. H.: Ear, Nose and Throat Nursing. Third 
edition. 1942. 

Newman, H.: Twins and Super Twins. 1942. 

Newman, H. W.: Acute Alcoholic Intoxication: 
A Critical Review. 1941. 

oO. Mental Nursing (Simplified), 


Pye’ Surgical Handicraft. Thirteenth edition. 


Rosenberg, H. R.: Chemistry and Physiology of 
the Vitamins. 1941. 
— W. G.: Anatomy and Physiology for Nurses, 


Segal, J. : Diseases of the Respiratory Tract. 1941, 
Stitt, E. R.: Diagnosis, Prevention and Treatment 
Diseases. Sixth edition. 2 vols. 


Vannotti, A., and Delacheur, A.: Eisenstoffwechsel ~ 


und seine klinische Bedeutung. 1942. 
Whitby, L. E. H., and Britton, C. J. C.: Disorders 
of the Blood. Fourth edition. 1942. 
Wilson, G. S.: Pasteurization of Milk. 1942. 
Wintrobe, M. M.: Clinical Hematology. 1942. 


POSTGRADUATE NEWS 
The Fellowship of Medicine announces the follow- 
ing courses: Rheumatism, at Rheumatic Unit, 
St. Stephen’s Hospital (L.C.C.), on Sat. and 
Sun., Feb. 27 and 28, and revision course in 
anaesthetics at Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford, 
March 15 to 26. 


WEEKLY POSTGRADUATE DIARY 
BRITISH POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL SCHOOL, Ducane 
Road, W.—Daily, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Medical 

Clinics, Surgical Clinics and Operations, Ob- 

Stetrics and Gynaecological Clinics and Opera- 

tions. Daily, 1.30 p.m., Post-mortems. Mon., 

Course on War Surgery of the Nervous System 

begins; 2 p.m., Ear, Nose, and Throat Clinic. 

Tues., 10 a.m., Paediatric Clinic; 11 a.m., 

Gynaecological Clinic; 2 p.m., Genito-urinary 

Clinic. Wed., 11.30 a.m., Medical Conference ; 

2 p.m., Inflammation—2, ‘Localization, by Prof. 

W. G. Barnard. Thurs., 2 p.m., Dermatological 

Clinic; 2.15 p.m., X-ray Demonstration on 

Pneumonia and Bronchitis by Dr. E. J. E. 

Topham. Fri., 12.15 p.m., Surgical Conference ; 

2 p.m., Gynaecological Conference ; 2 

Sterility Clinic. 

FELLOWSHIP OF MEDICINE, 1, Wimpole Street, W. 

—London Homoeopathic Hospital, Queen Square, 


W.C.—Wednesday afternoon, Clinical Surgery 


Demonstration (limited to 6). National Heart 
Hospital, Westmoreland Street, W.—Tues. and 
ed., 10 a.m., Out-patient Clinics. 

EDINBURGH POSTGRADUATE LECTURES.—At  Edin- 
burgh Royal Infirmary, Thurs., 4.30 Prof.* 
J. R. Learmonth: Reflex Vasodilatation in 
Surgery. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES & LECTURES 

RoyaL SOCIETY OF MEDICINE.—Tues., 2 p.m., 
Section of Orthopaedics ; 4 p.m., General meeting 
of Fellows. Wed., 2. 30 p.m., Section of History 
of Medicine ; 2.30 p.m., Joint meeting of Sections 
of Surgery ‘and of Urology. Fri., 10.30 a.m., 
Section of Otology; 2.15 p.m:, Section of 
Laryngology ; 2.30 p.m., Section of Anaesthetics. 

RoyaL NATIONAL THROAT. NOSE, AND Ear Hos- 
PITAL, Gray’s Inn Road, W.C.—Fri., 4 p.m. 
Mr. N. Asherson: Acute Emergencies in Ear, 
Nose, and Throat. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, & DEATHS 


BIRTHS 
Macomsn.—Oe Jan. 14, 1943, at 34, Kimbolton 
Road, Bedford, to Joyce (née Walters), wife of 
Squad. Ldr. D. MacDonald, a son. 
Maincay.—On Jan. 12, 1943, at Park House 
Nursing Home, Liverpool, 22, to Hope, wife of 
Surg. Lieut.-Cmdr. Hugh C. Maingay, R.N.V.R., 


a daughter. 
MARRIAGE 
Cross—WHEELER.—On Jan. 11, 1943, at St. 
Botolph’s Church, Shenley, Flying Officer William 
George Cross, B.D.S.Lond., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., 
R.A.F.V.R., elder son of Mr. and Mrs. W. M. 
Cross, of ‘Elstree, Herts, to Mary Lucy, elder 
daughter of the Reverend and Mrs. Wheeler, 
Shenley, Herts. 


DEATHS 
Arnscow.—On Jan. 12, 1943, at his daughter’s home, 
152, Birmingham Road, Wylde Green, Warwick- 
shire, James Allen Ainscow, M.D., D.P.H. 
Parry.—On Jan. 22, 1943, at 33, Wildcroft Manor, 
Putney Heath, London, S.W.15, Robert Henry 
Parry, F.R.C.S.Ed., late of Glasgow, aged 84. 
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